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The above-identified application became abandoned for failure to file a timely and proper reply to a 

notice or action by the United States Patent and Trademark Office. The date of abandonment is the day after the 

expiration date of the period set for reply in the Office notice or action plus an extensions of time 

actually obtained. 

APPLICANT HEREBY PETITIONS FOR REVIVAL OF THIS APPLICATION 

NOTE: A grantable petition requires the following items: 

(1) Petition fee; 

(2) Reply and/or issue fee; 

(3) Terminal disclaimer with disclaimer fee --required for all utility and plant applications 
filed before June 8, 1995; and for all design applications; and 

(4) Statement that the entire delay was unintentional. 

1 . Petition fee 

0| Small entity-fee $ 1665.00 □ (37 CFR 1.1 7(m)). Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 


□ Other than small entity - fee $ (37 CFR 1 .17(m)) 

2. Reply and/or fee 

A. The reply an d/or fee to the above-noted Office action in p 

the form of Ian Office Action Response I (identify type of reply): § 

3 has been filed previously on 13/19/02 I . S . 

|>3 is enclosed herewith. -ArnEio&fcO ~To CoKStoom i>omA i^OjJ ^ 

B. The issue fee of $ . 8 
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3. terminal disclaimer with disclaimer fee 

□ Since this utility/plant application was filed on or after June 8, 1995, no terminal disclaimer is required. 

□ A terminal disclaimer (and disclaimer fee (37 CFR 1.20(d)) of $ for a small entity or $ for 

other than a small entity) disclaiming the required period of time is enclosed herewith (see PTO/SB/63). 

4. STATEMENT: The entire delay in filing the required reply from the due date for the required reply until the 
filing of a grantable petition under 37 CFR 1.137(b) was unintentional. [NOTE. The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office may require additional information if there is a question as to whether either the 
abandonment or the delay in filing a petition under 37 CFR 1.137(b) was unintentional (MPEP 

711.03(c), subsections (lll)(C) and (D))]. 


WARNING: Information on this form may 
be included on this form. Provide credit 


rmation should not 
on PTO-2038. 


Date 



Telephone 
Number: 


815-334-8776 


I Robert L. Knechtel 


Typed or printed name 


1 105 Moraine Drive 


Address 


Enclosures: g Fee Payment 
H Reply 

□ Terminal Disclaimer Form 


Woodstock, IL 60098 


Address 


Additional sheets containing statements establishing unintentional delay 


H Other: I Affidavit of ftofcrt L, K^tel 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being: 

£3 deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as £\ 
ri i u fc' uiujj mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

HI transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below |o the ylnited States Patented Trademark Office at 
(703) 872-9306. 
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Express Mail Number: ET250906098US 


Affidavit of Robert L. Knechtel 

1 . I am the Attorney of record for application serial number 09/473,791 , entitled TRUCK 
BED LINER WITH INTEGRATED TRUNK STORAGE COMPARTMENT and invented by 
Brian Haack. 

RECEIVED 

2. On November 14, 2003, 1 learned that the patent application for this invention went n rp 0 0 o nrn 
abandoned. UtL 2 3 ZU03 

3. On November 17, 2003, as it was not the intention of Applicant to abandon the appHc'£fon^f^'^'^^^ 
contacted the PTO to inquire about the application. 

4. On November 24, 2003, 1 contacted Examiner Gutman who agreed to obtain the file for me. I 
received the file by fax in two parts on December 3 and 4, 2003. Included was an Office Action, 
a Response to that Office Action, a Notice of Non Compliance regarding the Response, and a 
Response to the Notice of Non-Compliance. No Notice of Abandonment was included. 
(Response to Notice of Non-Compliance attached as Exhibit "A.") 

5. 1 never received a Notice of Abandonment. 

6. Applicant has given a good faith effort in prosecuting this application, and he does not wish 
for it to go abandoned. 

7. A revised Response to the Office Action which is updated to meet current Office Rules is 
presented with this Petition. 

I declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code and that such willful false statements m^xjeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issuing thereon. 
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ittBH 1 uvd7r»demwfc*.Washinatofi,D.C. 20231. 




RECEIVED 

DEC 2 3 2003 

OFFICE OF PETITIONS 


Honorable Commissioner of Patents & Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Six: 

1* response to paper munber eleven, date November 19. 2002, please amend the above identified 
application as follows: 

TAT TUV "DRAWINGS 

Submitted herewith are proposed amended dra^/ings. 

TN THE SPECIFICATION 

On page 6 ? ike 20, please d^^ 

FIGURE 5 depicts the inventive device wherein the divider panel 
is created from the liner side -wall. 
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configuration as integrated from the liner side wall. 

FIGURE 14 depicts another alternate embodiment in its assembled 
configuration as formed from the liner bottom and s>de wall. 

FIGURE IS depicts amp view of the alternate embodiment of Figure 14 in which the 
compartment with the side wall. 

MGURE 16 depicts a rear view of the alternate embodiment in which the enclosure and 
divider ^ St, A. Korizontal position prior to forming the trunk storage 
compartment with the liner side wall. 

bottom 5!KL«a to creL the sides of the tnink storage compartznentwxth the enclosuie 
panel being formed from the liner front wall. 

Cm oasc 8 line 16 please delete the word "Side" and insert the word - - side- - as follows: : 
° n ^ 1 Id*? a rear view of the divider panel raised from the honzontal P«*» 
from the Attorn and the enclosure panel in the liner side -dl being nused to form the trunk 
storage compartment. 

On pa-e 9 begmning at line 17 and continuing in that paragraph through its end on page 10, line 
5, please del«e the word "Side" and insert the word - - side- - as follows: 

The truck bed liner is molded to generally fit the contours <f » *J^!f 
shiouds42. rjnerbottom40isco-forrr^tolinerfiontwa]134at48 L™r bottom 4C 
Sto liner side walls 36, 38 at 50 begmning at a point adjacent hner front wall 34 to a. first 
Stermined point on side walls 36, 38. At the first predaerrmned point ss found 
52Living hinge 52 extend from liner side wall 3 6 tt> opposite hner side wall .J^ner bottom 
40 e3 tothe rear of a living hinge 52 to a second determined pomt 5, . Mnbq 
bkfS id second prede termined point 53, liner s /° ta ^! ied f° 
36 38 A?se«md predetermined point 53 is found free edge 54. Free edge ,4 extends ftom 
unerddewaUSStolinersidewallSS. Along free edge 54 is optionally found horizontal 
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p^tnisionSSalongitsedge. Horizontal protrusion 55 provides strength to the divider. TT* 

Crimeier formed by the unattached portion of 

Uncr bottom 40 and living binge 52 comprises divider panel 56. 

Onpage Ubegmningatline 5 micartnm****^^*"'* 1 ****** ^ 
please deletTtr* word "Side" and insert the *ord - - side- as follows: 

Figure 5 illustrates that divider panel 56 may also be molded ■« « 
•f i* of truck bed liner 20. In this embodiment, divider panel 56 is 

- £^ 

fe^d iS) place by a divider lock means 58 found on the opposite hner side wall 
Z£^\?toLs. The disadvantage of this 

wall surface available to mold or cut a divider may noi be sufficient to completely 
bridge^r bonom 40 between liner side wall 36 and liner side wall 3 8 of truck 
bed So. To address this problem, two divider panels each of winch are of a 
length equal to one-half the width of the liner may be used. m this manner, the 

On page 12, line 1, please delete the number "4" and insert the number - - 9 - - as 
follows: 

Figure 9, latch means 59 protrudes from each liner side ^all 36, 39 near the lower 
aspect of each side wall. 

On page 16, beginning at line 7 and continuing in that paragraph through its end at line 8, please 
delete the word "Side" and insert the word » - side- - as follows: 

This alternate embodiment may also be accomplished using the same inventive 
concept as illustrated in Figure 17 by providing liner bottom 40 with a divider panel 
56 and a living hinge 52 and liner side wall 36 cr liner side wall 38 with a side 
panel 98 to form the sides of the truck storage compartment with enclosure panel 92 
being located within liner front wall 34. 

On page 16, beginning at line 9, please insert the word - - As illustrated in Figure 18, yet 
another- - amend the paragraph as follows: 

As illustrated in Figure IS, yet another embodiment may also be accomplished without liner side 
wall 36 38 providing a side panel 98 (of Figure 17). Instead, the side walls provide an 
enclosure panel 92 thai has a living hinge 52 located on hner side walls 36 or 38 to rotate from a 
vertical position to a horizontal position for attachment to latch means 96 located along front _ 
liner wall 34 with divider panel 56 being rotated to a vertical position from its horizontal position 
within liner bottom 40. ? 
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Tnjrhe Claims 

! ^ckbedUnerof^egener^ 

a back wall, the NP«**^. e ™'£^ 1 j iaI fo _ s a ven ical wall when b a raised position; 

X^lt^^ 
adjacentwall; ^ enclosure panel that forms a horizontal cover member when in a 

raised P-^d ^ ^ ^ fof ^..^ ^ £eCuril)S ^ ensure panel 

10 hereby, the divider panel and enclosure panel are positioned adjac^t to one 

another and secured ifito place forming an enclosed compartment- 

2 . Theimproved truck bed lin* of Claim 1 whereinthe divider panel is located in 
the bottom of the truck bed lmex. 

3. Theimprovedtrnckbedlinerof Claiml wherein me enclosure panel is located 
in the back wall of the truck bed liner. 

4. TheimprovedtruckbedlinerofClaml wherein the enclosure panel is located in 
the &oht wall of the truck bed lineT. 

5. The improved ixuck bed liner of Claiml wherein the enclosure panel is located in 

the side wall of the truck bed liner. 

6 TheimprovedtruckbedlinerofClaiml wherein the divider panel and the 
enclosure panel each have three free edges and a fourth edge comprising a lunge means. 

7. The improved lmerofClaim 6 wherem to 

8 The improved liner of Claim 1 wherein the divider panel securing means further 
comprises at least two protrusions extending outwardly from each side wall of the lmcr at a 
pXS pen* i side walls such that ^ n^^<uvide rp ^lm^a90^ 
wftrTr^totoebottomw^ 

Jacedlpart from of* another along me horizontal axis a sufficient distance such that the dmder 
panel can be positioned between them. 

9 The improved liner of Claim 1 wherein me enclosure panel securing means 
further comprises at least two horizontal ribs extending outwardly from each of the two side 
Sbof the liner at a predetermined point in the side wall, the horizontal ribs bong spaced apart 
from one another a Sufficient distance to form a closure channel to receive and secure the 

enclosure panel between the horizontal ribs. 
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divider panel is in the raised position; 

combine to form a storage compartment 

13. The improved liner of Claim 12 further comprising a base panel, me base panel 
having a first side and a second side, the enclosure panel being releasably afSxed to the first side 
of the base panel when the enclose panel is not used to form the trunk storage compartment. 

14. A truck bed liner of the type generally having a front wall, two side walls, a 
bottom, and a back wall which is an integral part of the liner, the improvement comprising: 

an integrated divider panel and further comprising at least two living hinges 
located at predetermined locations on the divider panel, the living hinges enabling the divider 
panel to be raised into a vertical position at one of the at least two living hinges and horizontal 
position at the second of the at least two living hinges; and 

panel securing means, whereby, the divider panel can be positioned and secured 
to form a trunk storage compartment with the bottom and an adjacent side wall. 

15. A storage compartment for vehicle liners of the type generally having a front wall, 
two side walls, a bottom, and a back wall, comprising: 
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,1 theenclosuxepanelformedinrooxieoftheside 
an integrated enclosure panel, the enclosure p 

^ ls; «_ r,*ne\ formed into the bottom; and 

.^ P ^«s-«»*•«*--•' m ' ,,A *^• 

, 1- • ~ , ft^Yir wall two side walls, a bottom, 
! g . A truck bed of ^ type generally ha^g a tat wall, two 

a * wk wall the improvement comprising: 
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for a veHcle of the type generally ^8 - 

wtwall twoside^abottom^dabaclcv^ 

alternatively, a separate P i«* *™ 

an integrated divider paneU ^ &om 

maiDMiAdieto tegr a teddivide r p a n C l l na90 
dividcrp^lisiiiTheiaised position; 

„ integrated enclosure panel;. and rf ^ ^ tf 

• . i «t« extending outwardly «>m cacn 

combuietoformasToragecompMOnent. 

, . *« nT wall two side walls, abottom, 
20 AtrockWofthetypegeaerallyhavmgafront^two 

, r^Vnu the improvement comprising- 

— zz-zzzi- - 

v c.ftHe^ondoftheatlearttwoHvinghtoges; 3114 
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. 21. A storage compartment for vehicles of the type generally having a front wall, two 
side walls, a bottom, and a back wall, comprising: 

an integrated enclosure panel, the enclosure panel formed into one of the side 

walls; 

an integrated divider panel, die divider panel formed into fhe bottom; and 
panel securing means, whereby, the enclosure panel can be rotated from a vertical 
position to a horizontal position and the divider panel can be rotated from a horizontal position to 
a vertical position adjacent to the enclosure panel and, thereby, secured along with the enclosure 
panel to form a storage compartment. 


k*M too,'' 
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Remarks 

In the Drawings 

*7 CVR l.&3 (?) Objections 

The Examiner objected to the drawings pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .83(a) for 
the reasln tS? fai] to show certain feat^es. Specifically, the Examiner 
objected because: 

f n From wall latch means 85 was not shown. From 
■ u ^SvZZ \ o It was mislabeled as u 84". A correction has been made. 
15 Sh °!$ EE* IS — SSSft- mis-maxlced as 22. A correction!** been 

made ' (3 ) Zower latch means 59 was act clearly shown in Figure 2. ^e£«x 
latch means is better seen in Figures 1 and 9. A correction has beea made to the 
SnecificarioE to better illustrate this feature. 
P (Tin Figure 3, die Examiner noted some unexplained error. Applicant 
assumes ft* the lead line to horizontal protrusion 55 wasnot pointing . i« 
feature and that the fewer tocfe weans JP was not seen. The lead lme has been 
SJd me Specification has been amended to better describe lower latch 
means 59. 

1 ft4f P )fS> Objections 

The Examiner farther objected to the drawings pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 S4(P)(5) because certain reference signs were not mentioned in the description. 
All of the objected to references have been removed from the drawings. 

The Examiner also objected to Figure 3 as being misleading. The 
Exarniner's observation was correct and Figure 3 has beai amended to illustrate 
side wall 38 and not side wall 36. 

Figure 1 has been amended to show appropriate lead line lengths for 
reference 76. 

In Figure 1 1 . the objected to lead line has been amended to illustrate 
reference 42. 

In reference to the objection to Figures 14 and 1 5, the Specification has 
been amended to better describe the invention in relation to the drawings. 

Figures 19 end 20 have been amended to correct the mislabeled reference 
from 56 to 52 to illustrate the living hinge* 
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Tie Examiner objected to the drawings pursuant to 37 L»(a) for 

?i^??aiM 

create a compartment- 

Trie rerrudning 1.83(a) objections regarding me use of the phrase 

Applicant appreciates the Rxaminei's careful reading of the specification 
anddravrings. Amendments have been made in accordance with those 
Se^Sonl Abidina by the Examiner's suggestion, Applicant submats 
neSS^seddra-viamendments. Formal correcuons will be submitted 
after allowance by the Examiner. 
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In the Specification 

The Examiner noted that side vail was incorrectly capitalized as Side 
wall throughout the description. An amendment to the salification ^ hQ f 
made to address the problem. Applicant appreciates the Examiner's observance 

The Examiner maintains that on page 11, lines 1 6- \% it is unclear how 
pressure is applied to remove the divider panel from the locking means. ^ 
Applicant submits that the procedure is adequately explained m one 19 wherein 
it explained that after pressure is applied, the divider panel "begins to bow and, 
thereby, allow divider panel 56 to be removed from the divider vertical locking 
means58." Applicant submits that a reasonable person skiUed in the artswould 
understand this to mean that the liner divider bends ("bows") sufficiently that it 
clears the vertical locking means and can then be placed in a horizontal position. 

In the Clairns 

Claims Objections- ^fo rmalities 

In Claims 11 and 30, the Examiner noted superfluous words- 
Amendments have been made to these claims. 


Claims Rejection- 3 .SI JSC Section 112 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1-4, Ml, 14-17, 22-26, 28-30, 44, 46-50, 
and 53 for failing to distinctly claiining the subject matter which the Applicant 
regards as the invention. Specifically, the. Examiner noted that there was 
insufficient antecedent basis in the claims. Amendments have been made to 
address the Examiner's concerns. 
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pn»Me Patenting 

Examiner noted that there v*s a potential double Renting issue 

30, and 53 pending the Examiner's decision on Claims 1 and 14. Appncam u*> 
cancelled Claims 44 and 46-50. 

r^j rns Refrqiftn- 35 U $C Section 102 

TTie Examiner rejected Claims 1, 4, 8, 15, and 22 as being f**^ 
Yudex^rTpplicant respectfully disagrees. ^f^^\ f °^ 
iSstationwW Applicant's reading of Yuder^^ does not reveal 
any description or claim of compartmentalizing c^pabilmes of his uisert. 
Instead, Yudenfreund is essentially a cover for protecting the back of a station 
wagon, much like a traditional bed liner protects a truck bed. 

Moreover. Applicant disagrees that Yudenfreund describes or 
contemplates creating an enclosed compartment. It is logical to assume that 
there was not reason to do so since Yudenfreund is designed for the back of a 
station wagon, an already enclosed vehicle. 

Applicant respectfully submits that, as claimed, his invention is not 
anticipated by Yuderrireund. Applicant's invention comprises a liner that can 
compartmentalize a truck bed and create an enclose in a truck bed. Neither of 
which are described or contemplated in Yudenfreund. 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1-5, 8-10, 14-17, 22-24, 28-30, and 53 as 
also being anticipated by Yudenfreund. Applicant noted in the Examiner's 
argument that Hollenbaugh, Sr. is cited. Applicant assumes that Examiner meant 
to & state anuriparion by Hollenbaugh, Sr. Clarification is requested. 

Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner that Hollenbaugh, Sr. 
anticipates his invention. Hollenbaugh, Sr. describes and claims a multi-piece 
box that fits into a truck bed. Hollenbaugh, Sr. actually teaches away from 
Applicants invention. First, one of the problems that Applicant invention 
addresses is keeping separate items for compartmentalization from being stored 
in the truck bed where they can fly around. His invention enables the dividers 
and compartments to be completely broken down and placed out of sight while 
still being in the truck bed for later use. The pieces are part of the liner itself, 
manipulated through living hinges. Hollenbaugh, Sr., on the other hand is a box 
that cannot be brokea down and placed out of sight in the truck bed. It is always 
there taking up space or it must be removed from the truck bed and stored 
elsewhere. 

" A second problem that Applicant's invention addresses is loose and 
dangerous pieces of material in the truck bed. His line, as claimed, provides for a 
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are not there. 

Amjlicant respectfully submits that, as cteimed, his iavemion is not 

coixjpamneBtalize a took bed and create an enclosed in a truck bed, all of which 
is done in a single piece unit. 


riaj m Rejection- 35 USC Section.103 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1 1 and 25 as being unpatentable over 
Hollenbaugb-SiinviewofHeft. Applicant respectfully disagrees. Applicant 
respectfully disagrees. As stated above, Hollenbaugh, Sr does not address or 
contemplate the problems and solution of Applicant's invention. Hollenbaugh, 
Sr is a multi-piece unit that cannot be broken down and placed out of sight. 
Further, neither Holleabaugh, Sr. or Heft contemplate or describe the use of 
horizontal protrusions to accept an enclosure panel. 

Applicant submits that his claims, as amended, jare patentable over the prior art 
Applicant respectfully request, therefore, that the Examiner recommend 
allowance of the claims. If the Examiner has any questions or believes that a 
telephone interview with Appli<^t 7 s^ttMqey would be beneficial in moving this 
case along, please do not hesitate t^oniactthe undersigned. 



Attorney; 


for Applicant Brain Haack 


Robert L.Knechtel 
1105 moraine Drive 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
T: 8L5-334-8776 
F: 815-334-3871 
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FIG. 5 
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